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The Next Leadership Challenge: 

Advancing the Resiliency Agenda  

A Preparedness Agenda 

“We need to be ready, not surprised” 

 

A Multi-Layered Engagement 

“From the White House to the State Houses, City Halls to 

community leaders, the private sector to the civil society 

organizations, we need to set new standards for resilience.” 

A New Agenda 

“The resiliency agenda will require a deep and profound 

reassessment of our priorities.” 

An Action Agenda 

“While the human condition can never be free of risk, if we 

are to have regrets, let us not regret our inaction” 

 



Our Focus: 

 

 Synergy 

 

 Connectivity 

 

 Capacity 

 

 



Resilient Buildings and Cities   

Advocacy & Outreach 

→ A National Campaign: RC4A 

→ Leadership Speaker Series  

→ Policy Platform 

 

Research & Resources 

→ The New Orleans Principles 

→ Sustainable Rebuilding Guidelines 

→ Green Buildings and Climate Resilience 

→ Climate Resiliency Screen Tool 

 

Partnerships & Initiatives 

→ Community Resiliency Task Force 

→ Resiliency Initiative on Global Urban Readiness (RIGUR) 

→ ICLEI, USCM, NLC, C40, BGA, CGI 



Synergy: Hitting the Ground Running  





Emissions 

Mitigation 

Green Building 

Reducing the drivers of 
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Emissions 

Mitigation 

Green Building 

Climate 

Resilience 

Reducing the drivers of 

climatic change 

Performing under future 

conditions 



Aligning Climate 

Resilience Strategies 

with LEED 

1) envelope,  

2) siting and landscape, 

3) heating, cooling, and lighting,  

4) water and waste,  

5) equipment,  

6) process and operation. 



Regional Climate Impacts 

Identified regional climate impacts relevant to the built environment.  

Referenced US Global Change Research Program publications.  





Building Performance 

Buildings are designed 

based on historic conditions 

e.g., Typical Meteorological 

Year 
 

Future conditions are 

unlikely to match historic 

assumptions  

e.g., minimum rise of 1.5°C 

by 2020; potential for >5°C  





Stormwater Management 

Stormwater control strategies 

are based on historic design 

storms 

e.g., storm intensity, 

frequency 
 

Trends indicate an increased 

frequency of high-intensity 

precipitation events 

e.g., in New England +28% in 

20 years, +127% in 90 years 



Will we be Resilient to:  

Warmer Temperatures 

• Avoid increasing cooling-load 

• Landscaping to minimize cooling requirements 

• Planning for (new) Pest management 

• Natural ventilation 

• High-efficiency lighting & equipment  

• Increase cooling design temperatures 



Will we be Resilient to:   

Drought and Water Shortages 

• Water-efficient fixtures and appliances 

• Water-conserving fixtures; Plumb for graywater 

separation 

• Rainwater harvesting 

• Native vegetation 



Will we be Resilient to:  

Stronger Storms and Flooding 

 

• Planning, designing and engineering for extreme 
wind 

• Avoiding flood zones, which are getting bigger 

• Adjusting for greater stormwater capacity 

• Raising buildings and equipment 



Will we be Resilient to:  

 Energy Disruptions? 

• Site-generated, renewable electricity 

• Net-zero energy buildings 

• Advancing “Passive Survivability” 

• Solar hot water 

• Utilizing equipment with emergency 
operability 



“No Regrets” and “Resilient”  

Climate Adaptation 

Strategies 

No Regrets Resilient 

Envelope 7 17 

Siting and Landscaping 12 8 

Heating, Cooling, &  

Lighting 

11 1 

Water and Waste 6 3 

Equipment 3 6 

Process & Operations 4 3 

‘No Regret’ & Resilient Strategies 
 



LEED Climate Resilience Screening Tool 
 



Increased  
Productivity 

Investment  
Returns 

Government 
Incentives 

Improved 
Health 

Reduced 
Operating  
Expenses 

 





 

 
Campaign Chair: 

Mayor Kevin Johnson 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Partners & Leaders 

 

 
Advisory Committee: city & county staff, academics, business leaders  

 



• 1,000 elected official signatories by 2015 

• More local governments taking measureable action on 

climate and energy issues, empowered through campaign 

tools, resources, collaboration 

• Greater federal and state support of community resilience 

and local climate action 

• Cities and counties helping  to lead a new resilience 

movement 

 

Goals & Outcomes 



City & county challenges: 

 

1. Extreme weather & climate change 

2. Energy security 

3. Faltering infrastructure 

4. Economic uncertainty 

Why We Need a 

Leadership Campaign 



Climate 
• Preparing for extreme 

weather and climate 
trends 

• Reducing carbon 
pollution 

Energy 
• Expanding local 

renewable energy 

• Increasing energy 

efficiency 

Economy 

• Protecting businesses, 

infrastructure and assets 

from climate impacts 

• Ensuring reliable access 

to water and energy 

“ the ability to bounce back from disruptions in a sustainable way and 

maintain a good quality of life for all ”  

Infrastructure 
• Upgrading community 

facilities 

• Creating new financing 

models 

• Harnessing innovations 

in information technology 

and green infrastructure 

Paths to Resilience 



• Resilient Communities for 

America Agreement: 

 

• Sign-on letter for elected 

officials to formalize 

commitment, showcase 

leadership 

 

 

 

Agreement Letter 



More than 130 Signatories 

and counting! 

•How to Help? 
 

• Encourage your 

mayor to sign-on 

• Write an op-ed for 

a local paper 

• Write a resilience-

themed blog on 

usgbc.org 

 

 

• Contact me or 

Christina Kuo at 

USGBC 

ckuo@usgbc.org 

 

mailto:ckuo@usgbc.org


THANK YOU 


